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of. This was in June 1927, when Mussolini came before
the Chamber of Deputies and demanded unlimited air
armaments. *" It is indispensable," he told them then,
" that the air force, in whose advancement I believe
more and more, should be made so strong and powerful
in numbers that the roar of its motors should drown all
other sounds in our peninsula, that the breadth of its
wings should hide the sun from our country."

Goring sees only the majestic picture of the aero-
plane squadrons darkening the eternal sun, but forgets
that old Greek legend of Ikaros, who tried to reach the
sun, but fell and was crushed on the earth.

' Every German must become an airman,' was
Gdring's watchword. He was still held back by the
international treaties from openly agitating for a
strong air fleet, any attempt to arm was still illegal;
but Goring found a way out of this. If things were to
go as he wanted, he would openly arm without taking
heed of any international protests. He did not believe
that they would take any serious action abroad against
Germany. European countries were too much taken
up with themselves and their own troubles and cares.
But Goring was subordinate to General Blomberg, and
the soldiers did not yet feel full trust in Goring. The
Reichswehr still kept the high command for itself.
Goring for the time being had to give way, for he knew
that the ground could only be won by taking position
after position.

A diabolical plan lay underneath the great start of
Germany's air policy. It is hard to say from whose
Drain it came. One would almost believe that it had
its origin in the Ministry for Propaganda. The lie is
a useful and admitted weapon for propaganda; this